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from our pastor Fr. Rask 

          
   “Shows work when they have an underlying theme of affection and family, whether it’s bio-
logical or based on friendship...It’s that community element that everyone wants.” So writes 
Chuck Lorre, one of the creators of “The Big Bang Theory,” the highest rated TV comedy for 
eight of its twelve-year run. That sitcom‘s season finale was Thursday, June 16. It joins the list 
of the most popular series in TV history.  Think about the programs you liked best; the really 
old ones at the dawn of the age of television: Father Knows Best, Leave it to Beaver, Happy 
Days; more recent ones: the Waltons, Little House on the Prairie; Cheers; and more modern 
ones: Friends, Seinfeld and so many, many others. Why were they so popular? Many were 
panned by critics as terribly naive and unsophisticated, and yet beloved by so many who kept them on the air for years. A 
study of teens many years ago, found that they “lionize” a happy family. A happy family is the object of their “ravenous 
desire,” in other words. Not only teens, but obviously adults as well desire this kind of family.  This doesn’t necessarily 
mean a traditional family or a family without challenges, but it does mean a community of persons where there is an 
“underlying theme of affection,” where the people there are there for each other when it really counts, where “everyone 
knows your name.”   
 

            I wonder whether that isn’t also true of a parish that works, a parish like St. Odilia. Our relationship in a parish is 
based on a lot more than biology or friendship or affection.  It is based on the intimate relationship of Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit within the community of the Trinity, a relationship in which we are invited to participate. The inner life of the 
Trinity is profound love that spills forth into creation. It is the love of this community of persons from eternity to eternity 
which results in the immensity and beauty of the universe and above all in intelligent life, human life, made in the image 
and likeness of God, with the God-like ability to know and to love.  Jesus speaks to his disciples of this profound and inti-
mate relationship at the Last Supper, words found in the last chapters of the Gospel according to John.  We read from this 
section of the Gospel for the last month of every Easter Season.  
 

             In these farewell words of Jesus, the disciples are given a new commandment, one that goes far beyond what we 
have heard before. That commandment is also an invitation and a promise.  Here is the offer to us of participation in the 
relationship that Jesus enjoys with the Father in the never-ending bond of the Holy Spirit of love. If the disciples want to 
be faithful followers of Jesus, they must show in real deeds love for each other.  The command is first given symbolically 
as Jesus instructs them to wash one another’s feet and then again clearly when he directs them to: “LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
AS I HAVE LOVED YOU.” The disciples of Jesus are called to lay down their lives for each other as their Lord did for them.  
  

            Following Jesus, discipleship is lived out in a family of faith, in a parish.  Members of a parish help each other to 
hear the Lord’s voice and to respond. Together each day we help one another live in an intimate personal relationship 
with the Lord. Following Jesus is also a call to do his work in our world, to announce the Good News of salvation and to 
serve others as Jesus did.  Discipleship is not just something else along with many other things in this life. Discipleship is a 
total way of life and requires continuing conversion.  Our worship together on Sundays, the scriptures we hear, the pray-
ers we pray, our religious formation programs, our outreach, and everything else we do as a parish call us into a deeper, 
personal relationship with Jesus. That’s the foundation of our life together here in this parish. That’s what leads to life.  
 

            St. Odilia is the kind of parish it is, a destination parish for so many, a place for coming home, only because of the 
people–YOU–who are members of this family of faith, bound together by affection (hopefully) and friendship and some-
thing much more profound, our relationship with the risen Lord.  Because we are united with God through the Son and in 
the Holy Spirit, we strive to make that union evident in practical matters. We seek to be loving because God is love; to be 
generous because God has been generous to us, to be concerned for the poor and oppressed because God is concerned 
for them. We do not conform ourselves to the standards of behavior of the society and age in which we live. Our behavior 
is modeled on the life of Jesus, who came to serve and not to be served.  In our prayer for our rededication as a parish we 
say: “Therefore, with the help of God, I now dedicate myself to the task of being all the things I want my parish to be.” 
            

In Christ, 
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Building Our Vision 
 Help Reduce our Building Expansion Debt! 

St. Odilia is a community full of active, committed parishioners— 
a great place because everyone, from young to old, can get involved. It is in part 
because of the dedication and participation of our faith family, that St. Odilia  
successfully completed an ambitious building project to expand and update our 
facilities in 2018.  
 
 This project included the new south entrance (with its restrooms) and music 

room which are a big hit with the talented parishioners in our large music ministry and annual parish musical. The Faith  
Formation and Latino Ministry staff members have moved into their newly renovated offices and meeting space in the 
North Wing of the school. The attractive (and secure) lobby in the new northwest school entrance, the additional rooms 
for classes and meetings, the media center, computer and science labs, together with the dedicated teachers and  
administration, have led to a large increase in school enrollment. We anticipate a waiting list for admission in several 
grades as we approach capacity. Increased school enrollment has attracted new parishioners to the parish. 
 
All of these enhancements and many other improve-
ments have helped the St. Odilia campus become 
better suited to meet the needs of all our ministries 
and a place where our parishioners and visitors can 
grow in faith.  
   
The Our Faith Our Family Our Future Capital  
Campaign coupled with distributions from the  
St. Odilia Endowment Fund and an investment of 
parish reserves created funding for over $5.2 million 
of the $6.75 million project cost. Despite the success 
of this campaign, there is still a $1.5 million gap that has been funded through debt.  

  
Through the generosity of over 300 parish 
households, the Building Our Vision Debt  
Reduction Campaign is well underway. Over 
$250,000 in commitments has already been 
pledged to help eliminate the $1.5 million  
outstanding debt associated with the expansion  
project. All money raised will be applied directly 
to the debt, significantly lowering the principal 
balance and reducing strain on parish finances. 
The elimination of our expansion debt will allow 
St. Odilia to continue to support its ministry work 
and ensure that St. Odilia remains a place where 
we can grow.  

  
We invite you to prayerfully consider making a pledge to support the Building Our Vision Debt Reduction Campaign.  
If you haven’t yet contributed to the project or are new to St. Odilia, please join the effort now. 
Your support is encouraged and appreciated! 
  
Giving is easy – pledge cards are available in the entryway kiosks or in the parish office. You can also make a pledge or gift 
online by visiting our website at www.stodilia.org and clicking on the DONATE NOW button on the “Building Our Vision” 
announcement.  

 

For more information please contact Ramona Michaels at (651) 415-3350. 
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Marlys Toogood was a beloved member of the St. Odilia 
Community.  She married her high school sweetheart,  
Roger, and together they became charter members and 
long-time parishioners of St. Odilia. She was very  
involved in many ministries, including the Pastoral Care 
Council, Sharing and Caring Hands, and many others. She 
knew how to bring people together and to get work done. 
Sadly on February 13, 2019, Marlys died suddenly of a brain 
hemorrhage.  
 
Marlys and Roger had previously recorded their funeral 
wishes to celebrate their life on earth.  The Mass  
celebrating her life included her favorite bible passages and 
songs. In her funeral planning folder she included a hand-

written note that said, “I love flowers but I think it would be more practical to have memorials. Please consider 
memorials to the St. Odilia Endowment Fund- Pastoral Care sub-fund or the Roseville Friends of the Parks.”  
Friends and family respected her wishes and the St. Odilia Endowment Fund gratefully accepted  
several thousand dollars in contributions made in Marlys’ name.   In recognition of this thoughtful gesture, a 
nameplate inscribed “In Memory of Marlys Toogood “ has been added to the Endowment Fund wall display  in 
the back of the church. Even after her death she will continue giving back to the church she loved. 
 
Planning for your funeral is your final gift to your loved ones. Donating memorials to a cause you really believe 
in is a lasting gift to many others. When the time comes, please consider making your memorial gifts to a cause 
in which you believe.  

 Your Family’s Legacy Starts with a Simple Conversation 

What do you want your family’s legacy to be?  
If you struggle to answer that question, consider this one: What do you want to pass on to your children when 
you yourself pass on?  
 

You might think of gifting your children an inheritance of money to provide financial support. Or perhaps, you 
picture an heirloom that has been in the family for generations. You might even be thinking of what could have 
an impact beyond your immediate family: your faith and values.  
 

How to talk about your faith and values 
Having a conversation about your faith and values doesn’t have to be a big deal. It doesn’t have to be tense or 
contentious. Start at the dinner table by asking your children how they would like your family to be remembered 
– kind, compassionate, intelligent, ambitious, generous? If they had $1,000,000 to give away, what organizations 
would they support? As you listen to their answers, you’ll likely find similarities and common ground.  
 

Practice what you preach 
A beautiful way you can express your faith and values as a family is through generosity. Once you’ve identified as 
a family how you’d like to be remembered, which charities you love, and whom you hope to honor, put your 
money where your heart is! By giving together, you’ll not only make a difference for your selected nonprofits, 
you’ll make a lasting impression on your children too.  



 5  

 

The weekend of May 18-19, the St. Odilia community came together to celebrate and thank our stewardship-driven  
volunteers who are the life-blood of our church. Every spring we ask everyone to prayerfully consider how his/her 
strengths, gifts, and talents can be put to work in ministry areas that are right for them. Talents are the abilities God has 
given to each person through the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Participation is the response to the baptismal call to share our tal-
ents in volunteer service with our community. St. Odilia volunteers are the backbone of our community. Without their hard 
work we would not be able to offer many of our ministry services such as:  
 

Yearly Musical  
Faith Formation 
Fall Festival  
Worship Service  
Leadership Councils  

 
NOW is the time to get involved for another year or get 
started in a new ministry. Participation forms are availa-
ble in the kiosks or in the parish office. Completed forms 
may be placed in the offertory baskets or returned to the 
parish office. 
 
You can also sign-up online anytime! Complete an 
Online Participation Form by: 

Visiting our website at  www.stodilia.org 
Click on ‘Get Involved’  
Select Volunteer  
Complete the form  
An email will be sent to confirm your submission  

 
Everyone should complete the contact information  
portion of the form, even if you are unable to participate  
in a ministry. This provides an opportunity to help keep 
the parish record accurate. 
 
Thank you to all who share their gifts with the St. Odilia community. May God continue to bless each of you. 
 
“You are Christ’s body—that’s who you are! You must never forget this. Only as you accept your part of that body does your 
“part” mean anything.“ 

1 Corinthians 12:27  

Celebrating our Active St. Odilia Community 

 Stewardship is a way of life; way of discipleship. As Christians, let us look at summertime as a time of  
relaxation and refreshment for our Stewardship life. Let us take time to continue our stewardship processes 
of prayer, participation and generosity. 

 

 Prayer - quiet time to be with God, communicating our needs, 
 blessings and thanks; time to be still and hear God. 
 Participate - using our strengths for the service of the  
 body of Christ. 
 Generous - using our resources to support and assist our 
 community. 

 
Prayer helps recognize our strengths and puts them in use as a generous servant. 

Have a blessed and fun summer!    

http://www.stodilia.org
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In April, we hosted our Seventh Annual BLOOM!  
Gala of Giving!! 

 

 It was another fantastic evening! We had a new venue, 

more people than ever participated in Week of Wishes 

and the Silent Auction, attendance was up from last 

year, and we raised more MONEY than ever! The final 

total for the evening and Week of Wishes allowed us 

 to raise around $160,000! That is incredible! After the 

event expenses are paid, the net proceeds will go back 

to our school and our kids! 

 

 

The success of this annual gala would not be possible without the dedication of our BLOOM! co-chairs:  

Abby Donohoo, and Jaclyn Davern (pictured below). Their leadership and attention to detail were clearly evident 

throughout the planning and execution of this event. The 

night would not have been such a triumph without these 

two volunteers who worked tirelessly to help our school. 

Thank you! 

 

 In addition, Abby, Jaclyn, and Mr. Ragatz would like to thank 

the following people: 

 

Jessica Mahoney stepped into communications this year, and 

has done a truly wonderful job. Kristin Dacey and Jolene 

Twombly put in an immense amount of time finding many of 

the donations that were part of both our silent and live auctions. Erin Maki provided support with donations and event 

details. Jennifer Baldwin and Angie Donohoo coordinated class baskets, and Tracy Umezu worked with Ms. Angel on 

pulling together our beautiful class art projects.   

 

There were many other parents who stepped up to help in various capacities, doing everything from ironing table runners 

to picking up donations to helping move and set up the silent auction. We have a great community! We were also grateful 

for the support of so many teachers and staff who helped us with cataloging donations, laminating, answering questions, 

setting up the evening presentation, and more.  For all those who attended, volunteered, donated, and even prayed for 

the success of the event, THANK YOU! 

 

St. Odilia School and Preschool 
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BLOOM Recap, Where is the Money Going? 
 

This year, our plan for BLOOM proceeds is to do more to equip our brand-new STEM lab and bolster our aging  
technological infrastructure.  
 
Our STEM lab rivals most high school labs and all students K-8 use it as a space to learn, explore, and grow together 
studying science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. 
 
The funds will go towards purchasing new equipment and materials for our kids to continue to experience weekly 
activities and challenges. 
 
Second, our technological infrastructure is aging rapidly. Some of our Smartboards in the classrooms are so old that 
they can no longer take updates or be plugged in without multiple dongles into a newer computer. We will purchase 
new Smartboards panels for as many rooms as possible. 
 
Third, the computers in the computer lab are nearly a decade old! We will purchase new computers for the lab and 
new software for students to safely search the internet so that they can learn valuable computer skills many of us 
didn’t learn until high school or even college. 
 
Finally, we will use some of the proceeds to fund our future, through the Endowment Fund: Connor Anderson 
Scholarship Fund that assists families with financial need.  
 
For those who do not know, in 2004, a first grader at St. Odilia, Connor Anderson, tragically passed away, waiting 
for a heart transplant. In 2008 the Connor Anderson Scholarship Endowment fund was created and each year since 
the school benefits from the interest on that fund to help offset the nearly $350,000 dollars we provide to one in 
four children at St. Odilia who need financial assistance.  
 
In addition, a portion of the proceeds will go towards increasing our capacity to meet the needs of all learners 
through the purchase of new curriculum, instructional supplies, and fulfilling our teachers’ wish lists, etc. 
  
You have made such a difference in the lives of all the students, staff, and community of St. Odilia.   
THANK YOU! 
 

St. Odilia School Alumni and Friends, 

Whether it's been many years or a few, we want you to stay connected to 
our community! Stay up to date with news, events and opportunities for 
alumni and friends of St. Odilia School by updating your information with 
St. Odilia School Alumni and Friends. To register online visit https://
www.stodilia.org/OdiliaSchool and click on the Alumni tab in the menu.  
Contact cards can also be found in the school office and the church entry-
way kiosks.   
    

   Don’t forget to LIKE US on Facebook! 
 

https://www.stodilia.org/OdiliaSchool
https://www.stodilia.org/OdiliaSchool
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Class of 2019  

St. Odilia School Eighth Grade Graduates 

The Class of 2019 is a special group of young people who display a desire 

to grow in faith, leadership and Christian principles. 

They have accomplished much in their time here at St. Odilia Parish School 

and we wish them success. 

The Class of 2019 will be attending the following schools: 

BOLD 

Macy Barnes 

 

CENTENNIAL 

Hannah Haataja 

 

CONCORDIA ACADEMY 

Teshome Johnson 

John Ledo 

 

CRETIN-DERHAM HALL 

Michael Jaunich  

Kathleen Maahs 

Fiona Oberhofer 

Mary Strong 

 

IRONDALE 

Charles Moe 

Isaac Moe 

 

SPRING LAKE PARK 

Diego Mondragon-Ortiz 

Undecided 

Maya Betti 

 

MOUNDS VIEW 

Emily Adie 

Jack Brey 

Jessica Eischens 

Caleb Erickson 

Bobby Fletcher 

Simon Greer 

Jack Henrich 

Andrew Herold 

Landon Mazzocco 

Lauren McAlpine 

Max McDonald 

Samuel McDonald 

Olivia Moseti 

Kevin Obrochta 

Jack Ohmann 

Joseph Price 

Andrew Rog 

Bryce Rog 

William Schrab 

Maxwell Turchin 

Sawyer Wood 

 

 

 

TOTINO-GRACE  

Luke Blaska 

Adelaide Casper 

Thomas Devitt 

Sam DeYoung 

Zachary Embacher 

Kate Engel 

Samuel Hood 

Frankie Jordan 

Samuel Kelly 

Emilie Ling 

Ruth Loperfido 

Carter Maristuen 

Emily Motta 

Peter Ness 

Noel Pomerleau 

Navya Ramesh 

Jessica Russell 

William Russell 

Cecilia Savard 

Jacob Schmidt 

Molly Swanson 

Grace Turchin 
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2019 Vacation Bible School 

ROAR!  Life is Wild – God is Good! 
By Janet Etten—VBS Director 

ROAR! VBS is coming this summer on July 22-26, 2019!  

What is VBS?  Well it is the event of the summer for any kids and families at St. Odilia!  The 

music, games, crafts, snacks and fun are a fantastic way to spend a week of the summer 

learning more about God.  It is Monday - Friday from 9:15-12:15 each day.  You will see lots 

of friends and meet all sorts of new ones!  It is the perfect community event! 

Music is one of the amazing parts of this summer program!  The CD or downloadable digital version that each family 

receives with registration often becomes the “Go To” music for the coming year!  This music will get your kids focused 

on the lessons and our African Safari theme this year!  All 300 children 

gather in the courtyard at the beginning of each day to learn about 

the Bible Story and uplifting music!  The kids then travel to stations 

where they learn more about God and how He is always there for us. 

Snack time is included for everyone!  Then more music, prayer, sta-

tions and fun follow. 

Thank you to the entire St. Odilia Catholic Community for your sup-

port of this exciting program.  It is wonderful to have so many families 

invite grandchildren, friends and neighbors to participate in this week 

and share the love of God.  It is something they can share about the 

faith community of St. Odilia in a unique and special way.  Please 

know that participants do NOT need to belong to St. Odilia to attend 

this amazing week of fun.  All are welcome!   

Registration is online through www.stodilia.org.  Our main VBS pro-

gram is for kids entering Kindergarten – Grade 5.  We also have a sep-

arate preschool program for four year olds.  Most of our Knight Watch 

and Preschool friends join in the fun as well.  Youth Volunteers enter-

ing grade 6-12 are needed to help with this event!  Forms for these 

volunteers are also online.  Adult volunteers are also needed each 

day. If you are interested in meeting more people at St. Odilia, this is 

the way to do it!  You do need to be Virtus approved at St. Odilia to 

volunteer.  Contact Janet Etten for more information at 651-415-3330 

or etten@stodilia.org.   

http://www.stodilia.org
mailto:etten@stodilia.org
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St. Odilia Music Ministry 
There’s only one word for it!   —  Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious!  

That’s exactly what the  performances of Mary Poppins were at St. Odilia the weekend of March 1-3. Many thanks to the 
superb actors, singers, musicians, stage crew (about 150 people, 40 of whom were new to the ministry!) for your artistry 
and your hard work for three hours (!) of great entertainment. It didn’t seem that long. I can’t believe the number of 
scene changes in this performance–all done so smoothly by the nearly professional stage crew that I thought I was at the 
Guthrie! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This was the 27th presentation of a musical at St. Odilia. Thanks once again to Jerry Ruhland, the production manager 
and driving force behind this long-running marvelous parish tradition. Special thanks as well to the talented directors: 
Michelle Schwantes (Drama), Ella Dierberger (Music), Rik Kutcher (Choreographer), Dave Barkhymer (Orchestra), and so 
many others. Kathy Johnson was superb as Mary Poppins! As were also Britta Bramsen and Arthur Bain as Jane and 
Michael Banks, and too many others to name individually. You were great! The youngest performers and singers were a 
delight to watch.   Thank you all for a suburb performance.  
         ~Fr. Phil Rask 

 Leadership Council Evening of Discernment 2019 

Please pray for those parishioners who have taken the active 

step to share their gifts of vision and leadership with our  

parish community. On Tuesday, May 14, the nine Ministry  

Area Leadership Councils gathered for a simple supper and 

prayer, and welcomed new members to their council.  We 

thank Mike Hable as outgoing chair for his exceptional  

leadership of the PLC. We welcome Peg Brossart as incoming 

chair, and welcome Vicky Cherne as she joins Rick Storms as 

PLC-At-Large. If you would like more information, or are 

interested in serving on one of our ministry area councils,  

please contact Jeanne Schaaf, Parish Administrator at  

651-425-3347. 
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50th Annual St. Odilia Fall Festival 
The weekend after Labor Day, September 7 and 8, 2019 

“Sweet Dreams” 
 

The Fall Festival Quilt is being constructed by the St. Odilia Fall Festival  
Quilters.  The pattern chosen is “Sweet Dreams” by designer Lissa Alexander.  
The pattern comes from the book, Red and White Quilts by Martingale and 
Company. 
 
The queen size quilt measures approximately 78 x 96 and is done in St. Odilia 
colors, red and white.  Bear Patch Quilt Shop in White Bear donated fabric 

for the quilt. 
You can see the quilt and purchase tickets at upcoming St. Odilia 
events in July and August. 
 
Co-chairs for this activity are Sharon Lennartz and Vicki Shipley. 

Be part of this great team who organizes our largest community gathering while also fundraising to support 
St. Odilia parish. Contact Trish Brokman if you are interested. 612-743-9572 or pbrokman@comcast.net   

Please share your special gifts as one of our leaders for the following roles: 
 

 Co-Coordinator for Fall Festival 
 Silent Auction Donation Solicitation Coordinator 
 Sponsor Solicitation Coordinator—Coordinate business sponsorships and financial donations to support the festival for 

various venues 
 Food Coordinator 
 Adult Game Coordinator 
 Beverage Coordinator—Includes alcohol, pop, and water 
 

 

Auction Items Needed 

Fall Festival Live Auction Saturday, September 7, 6:30 p.m. 

What kind of items you ask? 
Cars  * Boats  *  Artwork  *  Furniture  *  DVD players  *  Newer flat panel TVs 

* Sports equipment  *  Snowmobiles  *  Electronic games  *  Collectibles *  Patio furniture  
*  Lawn equipment  *  bicycles  * Grills  * Tools  * Snow blowers 

*  Small electronics  *  Children’s toys 
Please understand we cannot accept computers, monitors, printers, pianos, organs, large office desks, large sofas,  

exercise equipment, mattresses, older tube type TVs & tall entertainment centers. 
These items rarely sell and cost $$$ to dispose of. 

**All items must be in good working condition! ** 
Auction container located in the west parking lot open Saturday & Sunday 9-12 starting Saturday, August 17. 

During the week you can get a key from the parish office 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Mon.—Fri. 
Limited pickups are available on Wednesday evenings, beginning August 14. To schedule a pick up, please call 

Jerry Ruhland 763-785-2694 

mailto:pbrokman@comcast.net
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We welcomed our Newest Members to the Catholic Faith at the Easter Vigil Mass 

on April 20, 2019 

Those received into the Church or completing sacraments of initiation 
 at the Easter Vigil, in the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

 
Full Initiation: 
Our newly-baptized, Camden Kingston, Merina Mansarray, Morgan 
Mielke, Alexis Ryan, Cassandra Stangler, Qian Wang, and Emma Yong, 
all of whom also celebrated the sacrament of Confirmation and joined 
us at the table of the Eucharist. 

 

Reception into the Full Communion of the Catholic Church: 
Mark Swanson and Sylvie White, baptized Christians who professed 
the Catholic faith and celebrated the sacraments of Confirmation and 
Eucharist with us. 
 

Completion of Christian Initiation: 
Jo-hera Bahatan, Mimi Sirian, and Michael Willmus, Catholics who 
completed their Christian initiation by celebrating the sacraments of Confirmation and 
Eucharist, and Megan Schaffhausen, Catholic who did so by celebrating the sacrament 
of Confirmation. 
 

Some of their younger family members also celebrated sacraments.  Athena  
Bahatan celebrated Eucharist; Parker Kingston and Jaine Bahatan celebrated  
Baptism. 
 

Great thanks to our RCIA Team, Tim Sommers, Mark Bauer, and Mike Kelley, who 
weekly share their faith, give presentations, and mentor our candidates.   They have 
given hugely of their time and energy as an ongoing part of the RCIA process. 
 

Thanks also to the generous volunteers who assist with the “Break Open the Word” 
sessions when our candidates are blessed and sent forth from Mass:  Mark and Tim (in 
addition to their Team duties), Dave Schuelke, Pat Sheedy, and Rhesa Freeman. 

 
 
 

We rejoice with our new members, pray for them as 
they continue their faith journey,  

and thank God for their presence in our midst.  
 

Christian Initiation of Adults 
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Adult Faith Formation 

Special Religious Education 

St. Odilia Sp.R.Ed. Program Wraps Up the 2018-2019 Year 
 

It has truly been a blessing to me to work with the Sp.R.Ed. program here at St. Odilia. I am excited for the 
program to start up again in September. We have 50-60 participants in this program for special education 
adults.  
Our evenings begin with some singing of simple worship songs, followed by a short teaching, based on a sto-
ry from scripture. We then have a couple of craft projects fitting to the theme of the evening. After a snack, 
we close with song and prayer. Our participants witness strong faith in Jesus, and always are eager to pray 
for friends, family, and personal needs. 
 

We have a wonderful group of committed volunteers who help with this ministry. If you would like to join 
our team, or know of someone who would benefit from this program, please send me an e-mail at:  
heyer@stodilia.org.   
    ~Jon Heyer, Sp.R.Ed. Coordinator 

2019 Epiphany Celebration 

 

BECOMING A CATHOLIC  
 

  Do you know someone who is:  
• Thinking of becoming a Catholic?  
• Already Catholic, but has not received Confirmation?  
• Interested in serving as a sponsor?  
 

The RCIA – Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults – is for them. The first meetings are for inquiry – no strings 
attached, no need to have made a final decision, all seekers welcome. It’s a process of spiritual formation and 
learning. The RCIA at St. Odilia meets on Wed. evenings, beginning in mid-September. Each inquirer is also 
assigned a parishioner as a sponsor.  Might this year be the “right time” to explore joining the Church?  For 
further information or to register, contact Lucy Arimond, RCIA Director, at 651-415-3331 or 
arimond@stodilia.org. 

mailto:heyer@stodilia.org
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Youth Formation—Summer 2019 
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Youth Formation—Summer 2019 
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Youth Formation 

Sunday School Spring Concert 

The Sunday School Concert on April 28 was wonderful! The preschool children sang fun songs for parents and grand-

parents.  It was a terrific way to end the year!   

 

Children enrolled in Family Faith who were 
preparing for First Eucharist on May 4 and 
May 11, participated in a special evening on 
Sunday, April 28.  
 
The children and their parents learned all 
about the things they see around them at 
Mass. Fr. Michael Daly conducted a church 
tour. The children also had an opportunity to 
act out the Last Supper and practice receiving 
the bread and wine. Families enjoyed a  
simple supper together following the retreat.  

Family Faith 
Children preparing for  

First Eucharist 

Fr. Michael Daly leads a tour of the church  
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First Eucharist 2019 
We congratulate the 100 children who received First Eucharist at St. Odilia on the weekends of May 4 and May 11, 2019 

Jameson John Boggs  
Mira Vrai Brossart 
Elizabeth Renee Cattoor 
Kayla Marie Chlan 
Ashton Patrick Hoang-Minh Cook 
Alexis Rae Crowley 
Madison Montana Engel 
Lucia Chiyoko Erickson 
Keira Kathryn Fink 
Koura Cay Gorzek  
Jameson Kenneth Hansen 
Marissa Claire Holmes 
Audrey Dorothy Huber 
Lucy Kathryn Jacobson 
Halley Beth Johnsen 
Olivia Jo Johnson 
Connor Gregory Jude 
Shane Declan Kelley  
Britta Maureen Kieger 
Camden Cuellar Kingston 
Nathan Joshua Krogh, Jr. 
Tiernan Robert LaMontagne 
Paxten Henry Lessard 
Teresa Joy Lillemo 
Nicholas James Lindquist 
Jenna Marie Lindquist 
Zachary Michael Ling 
Lillian Florence Maietta 
Jake, William, Mauer 
Dylan James McCord 
Berlin Elizabeth McEntire 
Liam John McLaren 
Alexander John McNamara 
Henry John Mercer 

Adalyn Grace Miller 
Nessa Lynn Moriarty 
Charlotte Lynn Nelson 
Abigail Elizabeth Novak 
Genevieve Marie Pardo 
Megan Kristine Petersen 
Izabelle Lucille Rassett  
Lauren Rene Rauenhorst 
Derek Joseph Reilly 
Thomas John Rice 
Harrison Patrick Ross 
Jasmin Elizabeth Ruiz 
Emily Marie Salter 
Henry Douglas Schaefgen 
Aimee Lin Schulz 
Elijah Kai Sebold 
Patrick Jeffrey Shields 
Sebastian Henry Steiner 
Meaghan Elizabeth Strawser 
Noah Daniel Teigen 
Quinn Alexandra Vandergon 
Anthony Velasco 
Anthony Velasco 
Alonso Leandro Vieira 
Caleb William Wallraff 
Violet Ann Weidell 
John Alsandar Werneke 
Bennett Dieter Lawrence Willkom 
Emma Marie Baird 
William Arnold Beisang 
Olive Ray Bogaard 
Hans Michael Breen 
Zachary Brandt Byaruhanga 
Clare MacKenzie Gibbons-Lozano 

Clara Elise Hauenstein 
Colt William Held 
Jillian Margaret Herzog 
Juliet Magdalene Herzog 
Max Aidan Jacobson 
Shaughnessy McGarry 
Zachary Abner Johnson 
James Noah Keenan 
Chloe Szenay Lensing 
Luke Timothy Liiste 
Jason Kupono Lum 
Macie Rose Mably 
Mazlin Lee Marsh 
Parker Lee Miller 
Katherine Grace Monge 
Colt Matthew Moore 
Madeline Joy Nalipinski 
Josiah David Wallace Nelson 
Kayla Elise Nikolas 
Nicholas Christian Olson 
Zachary Cyril Olson 
Prince Jedi Dulnuan Padua 
Samantha Grace Peterson 
Sophie Anna Ries-Brechtken 
Makenna Maxine Russek 
Greta Leigh Schmidt 
Ann Catherine Schuette 
Jonah Randall William Shuman 
Samuel James Stiehm 
Leeann Margaret Stoner 
Tayden Jean Soler 
Thomas Michael Van Guilder 

May 4, 2019 

May 11, 2019 
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You’re ready to access the  

inspiring and engaging content 

on FORMED! 

Learn more at formed.org 
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Social Justice  

Respect Life Collection for Birthmother Retreat 

This past January, the Respect Life committee focused on adoption and supporting birth-
mothers who make the loving and life-giving choice of adoption. We collected many, many 
gift bag filled with items such as journals, lotions, soaps, chocolates, and candles for Bellis 
organization.  
Bellis will provide gift bags to birthmothers who attend a ‘Stronger Together’ retreat. This 
weekend retreat offers peer-based support in a nurturing setting for mothers who have 
made an adoption plan for their child and for themselves. This healing weekend can help 
process the stages of grief that unfold in the months and years after placement.  
If you or someone you know might benefit from this retreat experience contact Bellis at  
mybellis.org.  
 
 

Our committee received this thank you note from the Executive Director: 

 
 May 1, 2019 

 

Dear Pat and the Respect Life Committee, 
 

As I put the pieces together for our retreat programming for birth mothers – the staffing, the meal plans, 
venues, agendas – my heart is full to know that the abundant, extraordinary contributions you gathered will 
await the women when they arrive on Sept. 20.  
 

The items of comfort and warmth are the type of welcome and affirmation that will make it possible for 
them to feel supported in the difficult work they face at the retreat, when feelings of grief can be especially 
raw. 
 

Through generations, many birth mothers have received mixed messages from society about their choice to 
have another family raise their child. They face shame and secrecy and stigma, and often complex interper-
sonal and family dynamics. 

 

The retreat is a safe place for them to process feelings and talk openly about their joys and worries. They 
leave the weekend stronger and with an invaluable sense of sisterhood. 
 At each retreat, I tell the participating birth mothers that there are literally hundreds of other women silent-
ly standing behind them throughout the weekend in solidarity. Your gifts make that solidarity evident. For 
that, I extend to you my deepest gratitude!  
 

  Warmly,   Jenny Eldredge, Executive Director 

On Wednesday October 30 we will once again set out to the  

Old Log Theater in Excelsior for the production of “A Gentleman’s 

Guide to Love and Murder”, an uproarious musical comedy about 

a distant heir to a family fortune.  This production was the most 

nominated show of the 2014 season with 10 Tony nominations and four wins, including 

Best Musical.  Monty Navarro, eighth in line for the earldom, figures his chances of out-

living his predecessors are slight and sets down a ghoulish path only to find that love 

takes precedence.  Join us for a comfortable motor coach ride to the theater, a delicious 

lunch and the show.  The bus leaves the church at 10:30 am and returns around 4 30 

pm.  Tickets will be $68 per person.  Questions?  Call Barb Nichols at 763 -795-8642. 

Pastoral Care 

mailto:info@mybellis.org
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St. Odilia Parishioners Make a Difference! 

“Dear Father Rask, Jeanne and Larry, 
 

It is with joy, a joy comparable to the joy of knowing Jesus and of His  
Resurrection, that I write to inform you that, our long awaited car has arrived 
and currently in my hands! 
 

I travelled to Tamale (the biggest city in northern part of Ghana) to receive the 
car from the agent who was working with me. With the crooked ways of the 
Ghanaian system, the car arrived but without its original key and a few minor 
decorative accessories of the car. But in all, it is running like brand new car  
(as if I have had or even drive one!) 
 

I have showed it to my bishop, Bishop Alfred, and he was full of  
gratitude for your thoughtfulness and generous sacrifice in helping me 
acquire a means of transport for the ministry. He even requested your 
address to send you a personal letter of appreciation for supporting me, 
one of his priests.  
 

After daily Mass this morning, I had the car blessed by my pastor,  
Fr Lawrence, with a lot of the parishioners coming around to thank God 
for all of you, my benefactors, and pray for my safety.  
 

For my part, the sentiments of gratitude and joy in my heart 
for what you have allowed God to accomplish are  
inexpressible in words. It has since been and still is of deep 
gratitude to God and to you and the parishioners of  
St Odilia!” 
 

Fr Raphael  
Wale-wale Ghana—Raphael Akurugu, The St Paul Seminary 

1Cor. 15,10 

THANK YOU ST. ODILIA PARISHIONERS for your generous  
donation of $7,304.95 toward the purchase of a car for 

Fr. Raphael. (This is an equivalent $34,890.90 in Ghana). 
Your support was greatly appreciated! 
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St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women 
March 28, 2019 – Featured Speaker, parishioner Bob Schafer 

 

CCW invited longtime St. Odilia parishioner, Bob Schafer, to share his 
faith-based values in his family business and to share with us how he 
incorporates these values into his business. We learned how he trans-
formed from a technician to an employee to an entrepreneur and how 
he has merged three companies together in a challenging work envi-
ronment, while providing a positive family-focused workplace. Bob is 
the owner of Northern Ingredients based in Arden Hills, MN. 
 

Bob shared five of his core principles:  
Life Long Learner, Constantly Growing/Proactive to Change, Continu-
ous Learning About People,  
People = Diversity = Community, and to Appreciate People. 

 
We learned that Bob’s core components focused on:  

 

 Servant Leadership and its meaning in all areas of life. 
 Faith-Based Values, some of which are: Trust in God, Gratitude, Honesty, Kindness for Others, 

Innovation, Humility, Perseverance, Learning, Respect- treating others as you want to be treated, 
Community, and Integrity. 

 Family Values by Family Religiosity - establishing family faith practices. 
 

Servant Leadership defined as “what you can provide or do for someone” versus “what someone can provide or do 
for you”.  It promotes service to others, carries responsibility of stewardship and a personal discipline of cen-
teredness. Centeredness is a primary factor in servant leadership as it helps people find purpose in service and under-
stand their need to serve. It is an internal compass that comes from our own individual values and beliefs. 
 

As Bob ended his presentation, he explained how he incorporates these family values into his business practices.  All 
employees are treated like family, birthdays are celebrated, eating together, very flexible treatment of employee-
family related issues, honest dialogue, building relationships by getting to know and appreciate employees, getting 
the right people to fill positions, fair pay for the positions, helping employees to succeed, and letting them know they 
are important assets in the business.  
 

The presentation was motivating, had a positive message and was entertaining. Thank you, Bob! 

Volunteer Appreciation Event 
 

On Friday April 26th, the Pastoral Care Council sponsored an Appreciation Coffee for all the many volunteers in the 
multiple ministries of the PCC.  
 
Did you know that there are 
over 20 different ministries 
that fall under the PCC  
umbrella with over 300  
people who offer their time 
and talents to these  
ministries?  
 

The appreciation event included refreshments and a chance for the PCC and parish to 
recognize and thank the many committed volunteers.   Fr. Michael Daly attended and 
thanked all and described every volunteer as a “minister”.   

Pastoral Care 
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St. Paul Deanery—Council of Catholic Women 

The 4th quarterly meeting of the St. Paul Deanery was held on April 25, 
2019 at Holy Childhood Parish in St. Paul.  The meeting agenda included the 
standard Business Meeting , Program Speakers, Announcements, Mass and 
Installation of Officers, Lunch and Adjournment. 
 

The mission of the CCW St. Paul Deanery is to support, empower, and edu-
cate women in spirituality, leadership, and service.  This is accomplished by 
sponsoring programs that respond with gospel values to the needs of the 
church and society in our modern world, mentoring and service to others.  
The featured speakers covered two important topics that tie into the CCW 
mission statement. 
 

The program speakers included:   
Nancy Blom, of Rachel’s Vineyard Twin Cities. Her presentation, Retreats 
for Healing After Abortion was informative, powerful and emotional.  

Rachel’s Vineyard retreat is a weekend that addresses the emotional and spiritual wounds after abortion.  
Rachel’s Vineyard is a non-profit ministry and weekend retreats are held throughout the United States and Inter-
nationally.  The retreat is available for any women or men struggling with the emotional and spiritual pain of 
abortion. All inquiries for help are confidential.  (763-250-9313 or rachels@rvineyardmn.org) 
 

The second speaker was Jim Ennis, of Catholic Rural Life.  His presentation, Catholic Rural Life in America was in-
formative and enlightening.  The mission of this non-profit organization is focused upon renewing Catholic Faith 
in rural communities, promoting public policies that support family farms, respect for and becoming stewards of 
creation, respect for the land and those who work the land to provide food for our tables. Catholic Rural Life is 
the only national nonprofit organization addressing today’s challenges and opportunities for rural communities. 
They do this through education, advocacy and inspiring stories of faith in action.  (For more information call 651-
962-5955 or email to:  info.CatholicRuralLife.org) 
 

Mass and Installation of Officers was presided over by Father Fink and Deacon Dennis Chlebeck.  Our St. Odilia 
CCW Vice President Cathy Healy was installed as the Incoming President of the St. Paul Deanery. Congratulations 
to Cathy as she assumes her new responsibility! 
 

St. Odilia will be hosting the September St. Paul Deanery Meeting on Thursday September 19, 2019. Look for 
more details in the bulletin.  For questions, please contact Cathy Healy, St. Paul Deanery President at  
651-483-1549 or email: cathy.healy51@gmail.com. 

“Growing Through Loss” Grief Support Series 
 

St Odilia will be hosting the fall series of Growing Through Loss, a six week presentation run-
ning every Tuesday evening from Sept 16 to Oct 21, 2019.  This grief support series provides 
an opportunity for individuals to obtain information and support for a variety of loss and grief 
issues ranging from the loss of a spouse, a parent, a child, a sibling, suicide survivors, or transi-
tional loss.  A large group presentation is offered at the beginning of each session, followed by 
small support groups grouped by specific losses.  There is no cost to attend and you may go to 
one or more sessions.  Titles for the large group talks will be stated in an upcoming brochure 
and in the bulletins preceding each week.  Light refreshments will be served and no preregis-
tration is required. 

 

Since St. Odilia will be hosting this fall six-week session, we are looking for volunteers to help host this event. 
If you would like to help, please call Deacon Jim at 651-415-3354. 
 

~Sponsored by the Pastoral Care Council  
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“Thank You” From The Council of Catholic Women 
 
 

The St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women had a successful fundraising season.  Our two jewelry/craft sales and 
the two bake/craft sales are supported by many CCW volunteers, crafters, quilters, parishioners, parish staff, 

custodial staff, Boy Scouts and our faithful shop-
pers. The Spring Bake Sale always features our 
homemade caramel and cinnamon rolls, bread 
loaves and monkey bread pull-aparts.  In addi-
tion, our Christmas and Spring Bake Sales are 
always supported by the generous donations of 
sweet treats and goodies from many St. Odilia 
parishioners! 

About 110 dozen car-
amel and cinnamon 
rolls, 10 loaves of 
bread, and eight mon-

key bread pull-aparts were 
baked at St. Odilia this April 
for the spring sale.  CCW 
women and several St. Odilia 
parishioners volunteer when 
called each spring. They come 
to do the rolling of dough, 
baking, preparing the caramel 
and the wrapping of the 
baked goods.  On average, 
each task can take about four 
or five volunteers on Saturday 
morning to be ready before 
the sale starts at noon.  Some 
CCW volunteers are working 
to setup other items to be 
offered at the sale in addition 
to the baked goods.  Many hands make light work. 

We want to extend a “thank you” to all of our CCW  
volunteers and coordinators who assisted in presale set
-ups, worked during the sales, packed up after the 
sales, donated, crafted and quilted, to the parishioners 
who donated, to the custodial staff who provided what-
ever we needed for equipment, to the parish staff who 
handles communications, announcements, room  reser-
vations, fund raising processes, event forms, to the Boy 
Scouts who got our boxed items to the sale areas and 
assisted at pack-up after the sales.  We are grateful. 

Most important of all is a “special thank you” to our 
faithful customers who shopped our sales. Our  
proceeds go back to the parish and community, and 
you make that possible! 
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St. Odilia Prayer Garden 

Columbarium Installation Planned for June 2019 
 

By the time you read this, the footings for our third columbarium will 

be in place and the cement poured.  Meanwhile in Crookston, Minne-

sota, columbarium production is in process and we now expect a June 

installation.  The new columbarium will be installed in our Prayer Gar-

den plaza adjacent to our other two existing columbaria (Saint Francis 

and Saint Clare). Our new columbarium will be a curved wall (similar 

to Saint Clare) and will hold 160 niches – 80 niches will face the east 

and 80 niches will face the west. Each niche can contain two adult size 

urns.  Niche prices for the new columbarium will range from $2300 to 

$2900 depending on the level selected.  There are still some niches 

available in Saint Clare and they range from $1700 to $2300. 

Recently a woman purchased a niche for her mother whose funeral 

was at a local Lutheran Church. The daughter writes, “Her wishes 

were to be interred in a place where people would enjoy nature, be 

able to seek peace and there would be active living. Your Prayer Gar-

den is a perfect spot.”  

If you have questions about the Prayer Garden or are interested in  

purchasing a niche or earth burial lot, please contact Lynne Schriver-

Sheedy at prayergarden@stodilia.org or by calling  (H): 651-653-3777  

or (C): 651-307-5315 or by calling the Parish Office at 651-484-6681. 

Some of Mark Bina’s mowing volunteers pause 
as they walk the Prayer Garden. 

mailto:prayergarden@stodilia.org
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Marlys Ann Toogood April 7, 1934—February 13, 2019 
 

Marlys was born and raised in Rochester, MN. She had an older and 

younger brother. Her choice of becoming a Registered Nurse was 

fitting because in this role she could care for and nurture others. She 

worked at various hospitals early on, and spent the majority of her 

career at Lakeridge Health Care Center. 
 

Shortly after receiving her nursing degree, Marlys married her high 

school sweetheart, Roger. Theirs was a ‘fairytale’ relationship. She 

and Roger had four children Mark, Pam, Ann, and Julie. The family 

grew with in-laws, eight grand children and two great-grandchildren. 

Early on, Marlys and Roger settled in Roseville. They moved three 

times within Roseville, wanting to stay near her friends, community, 

and church. 
 

A charter member, Marlys first served her beloved faith community, 

St. Odilia, as a Youth Formation teacher. She also demonstrated her 

strong faith in ministering with the Pastoral Care Council, as a mem-

ber of the parish Grieving Support Committee, and involvement with 

Sharing and Caring Hands. 
 

In numerous ways and capacities she volunteered with the Roseville area Meals on Wheels program and Friends 

of Roseville Parks.  
 

Marlys enjoyed traveling. There were infamous family road trips, adventures abroad, cruises, journeys accompa-

nying Roger on business.  
 

Her home was often full of people, laughter and fun. Her cooking, warmth, hospitality and joy naturally over-

flowed into gatherings with family, extended family, reunions, neighbors, colleagues and bridge groups.  

She knew how to socialize, entertain and celebrate events. Bringing light to every room, Marlys will be  

remembered for her wonderful contagious laugh, her cheerfulness, her exuberance, and the way she made  

everyone in her path feel loved.  
 

Sadly, on February 13, 2019, Marlys died suddenly of a brain hemorrhage. She will forever be loved and missed. 

Yet, we are consoled to know she is in her heavenly home. 
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Janet Marie Jensen September 20, 1964—March 12, 2019 
 
Janet Jensen was a member of St. Odilia Parish her en-
tire life.  She was baptized at the church and attended 
the school. After graduating from high school she 
attended the University of Minnesota where she earned 
a degree in agricultural business. She married and raised 
three children. 
 
Janet and her children ushered at the 7:30 a.m. Mass on 
Sunday mornings. She died of natural causes on March 
12 of this year. Her remains are in a niche in the ceme-
tery outside of the church. 
 
Janet will be missed by her children (AJ, Michelle and 

David), her father (Bernard Suchy), her siblings (Sue Suchy, Teresa and Ken Schmuck, Laura and Gary Pipenha-
gen, Joan and Scott Dansky, Mark and Jenny Suchy) and her dog, Mo. 
 
Janet worked for Frito-Lay for 25 years. She loved the outdoors, hiking in the woods, hanging clothes to dry on 
the wash line, camping, driving a four wheeler, and spending time at her father’s farm in Urbank, Minnesota. 
We remember Janet as a devoted mother, a hard worker, a wonderful sister and daughter, a good friend, and 
the maker of delicious lasagna. 

Brian Richard Hara March 1, 1987—February 22, 2019 
 

Brian Richard Hara, age 31, died unexpectedly in his home on February 22, 2019. 
Brian attended St. Odilia, Totino Grace, and University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
Brian was a passionate, driven, loving individual, whose incredible work ethic 
was only matched by his unwavering love for others. He was a consummate en-
trepreneur, starting several successful businesses in his short life and growing 
them into largely successful endeavors. 
 
More than anything, however, Brian was a generous, curious, loving individual. 
He was extremely selfless, often in the most quiet of ways, and never wanted the 
focus of attention to be on himself. He cared deeply about his family, his girl-
friend, and his many friends. He will be missed terribly by all who knew and loved 
him. 
 
~ The Hara Family 
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

James William Welch December 4, 1931—February 12, 2019 

Jim Welch died February 12 of Myasthenia Gravis at the age of 87. He 
was born in Blue Earth, Minnesota, to George and Genevieve (Lynch) 
Welch. He was the second of five children. Because his father worked 
for the Minnesota Department of Transportation, his family moved 
about every three years. 
 

After graduating from high school in Belle Plaine, he joined the U.S. 
Air Force and was a Korean War veteran. When he returned from ser-
vice, he attended the University of Minnesota and graduated with a 
degree in Business and Marketing. He was a 3M employee for many 
years in Marketing and Sales. 
 

Jim had four children: Mike, Bill, Mary and Peggy, with his first wife 
Bonnie. After her death, he married Kathy Ryan in 2007 and added 
four stepchildren; Greg, Susan, Patty and Tom to his family. Together 
they have 21 living grandchildren and one great-grandchild. He and 
Kathy continued to live in Roseville and attend St. Odilia where they 

both have been parishioners for many years. 
 

Jim was an avid golfer until the last couple years. He loved to sing and joined the Silver Harmony Singers, 
founded in the White Bear Lake area. They enjoy performing for appreciative audiences. Jim was fun-loving, 
always friendly, and optimistic with a positive attitude. His sense of humor, warmth and kindness made peo-
ple want to be around him. He was a true gentleman—respectful, considerate, and honest—a person of 
strength and integrity. His family and friends have been blessed to have Jim in their lives. Jim will be deeply 
missed by his family and his many friends. 

Helen Heisler September 27, 1934—march 21, 2019 

 
Helen Heisler, 84, of Coon Rapids passed away on March 21, 2019. She 
was preceded in death by her husband of 59 years, William Heisler.  Helen 
was born and raised in Hastings, Minnesota. She is a graduate of St Bene-
dict’s and has a degree in teaching. She taught grade school children in 
Faribault, Minnesota. 

William’s job moved the family to Coon Rapids in 1980. Helen and William 
joined Epiphany Church and became very involved in volunteer activities. 
Helen taught CCD, served meals for funerals, cleaned the church and orga-
nized and delivered for Meals on Wheels. 

 When William passed away, Helen moved to Shoreview to be closer to 
family. She joined St. Odilia Church and attended Mass with her daughter. 

She is survived by her daughter and three sons.  
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Marian Hope Portesan  December 31, 1931 – April 5, 2019 
 

Marian, the youngest of four children, was born in St. Paul, MN to 

Kathryn and Basil Burrell.  When Marian was seven, her mother became 

bedridden with breast cancer and died two years later.  At age 

nine, Marian moved to Austin, MN, where she was adopted by Ruth and 

Henry Drost.  

 

Marian was a good student and excelled in math, which was unusual for 

girls in the 1940’s.  She graduated from Austin High School in 1949.  

Marian returned to St. Paul and attended Hamline University, where she 

met Sergio Portesan.  Marian and Sergio were married in 1953.  Marian 

and Sergio had six children, 13 grandchildren, and two great-

grandchildren.  She was preceded in death by Sergio and her son, Mike. 

 

Marian taught school at St. Odilia for 30 years, mostly in the fifth grade.  She taught five of her six children, as 

well as two of her grandchildren.  While teaching, Marian also completed two Master’s degrees (one for coun-

seling and the other for education) from the University of St. Thomas.  As her students prepared to move to the 

next grade, Marian took the time to hand-write personal letters of encouragement to each student.  Marian was 

recognized for her teaching accomplishments by being selected for an “Outstanding Teacher of the Year” award 

in her last year of teaching. 

 

Marian and Sergio were both very involved with youth soccer in Minnesota beginning in the early 1970’s.  Both 

were instrumental in the creation of the USA Cup soccer tournament and both were inaugural inductees into 

the Minnesota Youth Soccer Association Hall of Fame in 1996. 

 

Marian and Sergio loved to travel and made many trips to Italy, Brazil, and around the world.  Marian enjoyed 

the opportunity to travel to Italy with each of her grandchildren to help them understand where their grandfa-

ther grew up.  Marian’s pride and joy were her family – and she enjoyed every opportunity to gather her chil-

dren, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren together for holidays and “Grandma’s bashes”. 

 

Mom’s breast cancer metastasized to her liver four years ago.  Just after Christmas she decided to quit taking 

her cancer meds.  Mom was very resilient and enjoyed life until the very end.  In February she took one last trip 

to her Florida timeshare with family.  She knew her time on earth was nearing the end and soaked in all the love 

bestowed upon her by friends and family.  She taught us how to live life to the fullest and gracefully accept 

death. 

  ~John, Gina, Mary, Jim, Julie 
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Warren Jansen September 22, 1921—March 8, 2019 

Warren Jansen was born in North St. Paul and graduated from 

Harding High School. He worked at 3M for nearly 40 years and 

the last 15 years he traveled around the world for 3M as an 

international computer programmer and systems analyst.  

Warren found different cultures fascinating, but seeing the 

poverty in many of the countries he worked in was troubling 

for him. Warren loved to golf, play cards and talk with people. 

He was an avid hockey, baseball and football fan. But most of 

all, he loved his time with his family and the family dogs.  

 

Warren loved God and had very strong faith.  He always set 

aside 15 minutes every morning for prayers and his chat with 

God. When he could still drive, he lead the rosary before weekday Mass at St. Odilia.  He loved attending daily 

Mass and he was a joyful singer when he knew the songs.  Warren was a lifelong member of the Knights of  

Columbus.  Warren taught his children by example. He would say, “It’s better to give than to receive” and 

there were so many people in need.  Warren always supported various missions, many of them working in 

countries where he had spent time.  He visited the sick and people who didn’t get many visitors. He delivered 

Holy Communion to nursing homes and at Shoreview Senior Living (where he lived) every week or every other 

week from the 1980’s until a week before he passed away. Few people knew of his own ministry and that he 

had studied to be a Deacon. 

Warren said he was “ready to go home” the night before he died at the age of 97.  He is greatly missed by his 

family and many friends. However, we all know we will see him again some day.  

Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.  

Matthew 5:4 
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YOU CAN HELP US TO REDUCE MAILING COSTS! 

Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily away”.  Each returned piece 

of mail costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class mail.  If you have plans to be away for longer that one 

week during the colder months in Minnesota, please take a few minutes to complete the form below and drop it into the collection basket 

or mail it to: 

St. Odilia Parish Center Office 

3495 N. Victoria St. 

Shoreview, MN 55126 

***Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org*** 

DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO BE AWAY???   

Please select one option and provide your name and address information: 

A) Please do not forward my mail ___________  

Date leaving Minnesota: ___________  Date back in Minnesota: ___________ 

 

B) Please forward my mail ___________ 

Date leaving Minnesota: ___________  Date back in Minnesota: ___________ 

Name:___________________________________ Env. #________ 

Current Address: ________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________ 

February 
 

Pat Slobotski 
 
Lawben and Jackie Byaruhanga-
Milbrant 
 Zachary Byaruhanga 
 Zander Byaruhanga 
 
Michael and Ambria Crusan 
 Thira Crusan 
 
Brian and Julaine Novak 
 Tyler Novak 
 
Jerry and Kim Stoner 
 Leann Stoner 
 Corbin Stoner 
 
 
 

March 
 

Josh and Emily Cotter 
 Savannah Cotter 
 Genevieve Cotter 
 
David and Julie Salter 
 Megan Salter 
 Emily Salter 
 
David and Amy Nelson 
 Josiah Nelson 
 
Gordon and Kate Farmer 
 Miriam Farmer 
 
Karen Henningsen 
 
Tim Potvien 
 
 

April 
Mike and Susan Mercer 
 Henry Mercer 
 Charles Mercer 
 
Kathy and Tim Baird 
 Emma Baird 
 Audrey Baird 
 
David and Jessica Black 
 Charlotte Black 
 Sophia Black 
 
Neal and Angie Larson 
 Miles Larson 
 Connor Larson 
 
Carl and Jessica Kuhl 
 Tillie Kuhl 
 Oscar Kuhl 
 Arthur Kuhl 

Welcome New Parishioners! 

February 2019 — April 2019 
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Are You Moving? 
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down. 

Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by 

mailing it to:  St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126 

Name: _______________________________________________________  Env. #: _______________  

Old Address: __________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

New Address:  _________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

Email Address:  __________________________________________ 

New Phone (Include area code):  _________________  Effective Date:   ________________________  

I/We will be staying in the parish: Y  ______  N  ________  

Newsletter Team: 
Amy Etten, Mary Holmes and staff 

consultants. 

Corporate Board Members: 
Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop         651-291-4400 

Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General  651-291-4430 

Rev. Phillip Rask, Vice President                                      651-484-6681 

Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer   

Mary Nussbaum, Trustee Secretary 
The St. Odilia Messenger is a publica-

tion of the Catholic Community of St. 

Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview, 

Minnesota, 55126.  Each issue is distrib-

uted to registered parishioners.   

To receive a copy, register by calling 

651-484-6681. 

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the FALL issue of The Messenger by 

Wednesday, August 7, 2019. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at 

the parish office.  Electronic submissions are appreciated.  Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please de-

scribe each photo with caption text if possible. 

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers: 
Parish Office         651-484-6681 

Parish Office Fax        651-484-0780 

School Office         651-484-3364 

Faith Formation Office       651-415-3329 

Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax     651-789-3118 

VISION AND MISSION 

VISION  
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another. 
 

MISSION  
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw closer 
to Jesus Christ through… 

 Worship and Evangelization 

 Faith Formation and Education 

 Works of Charity and Justice 
… every day and at every stage of life.  
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 Summer Worship Schedule for St. Odilia 

Saturday 
8:00 a.m. (Word and Communion) 

5:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday 
7:30 a.m. Mass 
9:00 a.m. Mass 

11:00 a.m. Mass 
12:45 p.m. Mass in Spanish 

Weekday Liturgies  
Monday - Friday 
7:30 a.m. Mass 

 
Celebrate the Feast of St. Odilia 

July 13/14 and Nametag Weekend! 
Show your spirit by wearing red  

that weekend and putting on a nametag 
as you come into church! 


